
Genevieve Shiroma’s 

Conflicted Connections

 
Agricultural Labor Relations Board member Genevieve 

Shiroma’s connections to the United Farm Workers union 
raise questions over her impartiality.

Nowhere is Shiroma’s impropriety more evident than in the 
$130,000 she paid a UFW lobbyist.

This infographic was compiled by GERAWAN FARMING 
using facts referenced in the footnotes. 
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Shiroma - ROSS
Connections to the union she adjudicates  

Genevieve Shiroma

While an ALRB board member, 
Shiroma hires UFW’s Ross for 
communications consulting 
during her SMUD campaign.7,8

As SMUD President, Shiroma 
pays Ross $129,000 for 
political consulting.11 

Richie Ross

The same year, Ross works to 
pass a UFW-backed “mandatory 
mediation” law to give the 
ALRB power to impose 
government-written “contracts” 
on workers and farmers.2,9,10

Shiroma - STEINBERG
Connections to the legislator who backs the union  

2001
Shiroma donates 
to Steinberg.6

2006 
Steinberg endorses 
Shiroma for 
SMUD board.12 

2011, August 
Steinberg is chairman of the Senate 
Rules Committee when it unani-
mously approves Shiroma’s 
appointment as ALRB Chairperson.14

2002
Steinberg co-authors UFW-sponsored 
“mandatory mediation” legislation to 
give the ALRB power to impose 
government-written “contracts” on 
workers and farmers.9,10

2003, 04, 05
Shiroma donates to 
Steinberg again.6

2007
Shiroma donates to 
Steinberg again.6

2011, September
Steinberg sponsors yet another 
UFW-backed bill to give the UFW 
and ALRB more power to force 
government-written “contracts” 
on workers and farmers.13

SHIROMA IS A JUDGE  

the Players

ALRB board member, first 
appointed in 1999.4

Former employee rights 
attorney for the California State 
Employees Association.3Darrell Steinberg 

Genevieve Shiroma

California State 
Senate, 2006-20143

California State 
Assembly, 1998-20043

SMUD elected director, 
elected 1999.4

A major political donor, recently giving 
$53,000 to causes and politicians.5

Donated eleven times to Sen. Darrell Steinberg’s 
campaigns.6

Political consultant and 
lobbyist for UFW.1RICHIE ROSS

Former UFW strike 
organizer.2

Shiroma is allowed to vote on whether 
she should be recused from the Gerawan 
Farming case, which consumes 38% of 
the ALRB’s budget. That amounts to 
$10.7 million, or more than $4,000 for 
each of the 2,600 ballots cast in 2013 
by workers in a vote whether to decertify 
the UFW.20

Because ALRB members act as judges 
for California’s agricultural workers, 
under California law they are subject to 
the same high ethical standards. 

WHY WAS GENEVIEVE SHIROMA ALLOWED TO 
IGNORE THESE STANDARDS?

38%

$

The California Government Code states that 
a board member whose impartiality has 
been challenged cannot sit in judgment over 
their own disqualification. Shiroma did.21

Judges must have a decision over a disquali-
fication motion for involved parties before 
deciding any other matters before them. 
Shiroma continued to decide substantive 
matters before the decision was made.23

Judges are required to avoid impropriety and 
the appearance of impropriety in both their 
personal and professional lives. The “appea-
rance of impropriety” in Shiroma’s political 
alliances with Ross and Steinberg is 
unmistakable.22

Judges are required to conduct all extrajudicial 
activities so that they do not cast reasonable 
doubt on the judge’s capacity to act impar-
tially. Shiroma’s political donations cast ob-
vious doubt on her impartiality.22

Judges cannot engage in political activity that is inconsistent with the independence and impartiality of the 
judiciary, and there are clear limits on the amounts judges are allowed to donate. Shiroma is an active political 
donor, giving to candidates and causes allied with the UFW.22

2011, October
Shiroma donates to 
Steinberg again.6 

2014
Steinberg sponsors yet a third 
UFW-backed bill which would have 
expanded the ALRB’s power to impose 
government-written “contracts.”15,16,17,18

2016
Shiroma endorses Steinberg in 
his campaign to be mayor of 
Sacramento.19
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